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December 2018 

Tidings of Peace 
 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.”  
John 14:27a 

What’s Percolating—by Pastor Dan Hays 

Advent is an odd season.  This was my thought back when I was a church outsider, looking 

in on the church’s peculiar activities and attitudes during what most people see as the Christ-

mas season.  You showed up on Sunday, and instead of bright, cheery scriptures, happy 

hymns and carols, and sermons overflowing with joy and mirth, there was instead a compar-

atively somber sort of worship experience.  And WHERE WERE ALL THE CHRISTMAS 

DECORATIONS?!  Anyone with a lick of sense would have their tree up by Thanksgiving 

weekend.  Why not the church?  And when the church did put up the tree it was decorated 

with these funny white ornaments they called Chrismons.  How odd. 

As I look back on that time some thirty years ago, I can see now that most of my impressions 

of Advent had to do with an overall lack of life experience.  As a teenager, I remember adults 

asking me if I had a good Christmas, and my consistent response was to say, “Sure did; nev-

er had a bad one.”  And those adults would just give me the most peculiar look before smil-

ing and wishing me a Happy New Year.  It’s taken years of living through this up-and-down 

life of ours, with all its unexpected twists and turns, to get a sense of the unspoken thoughts 

behind those peculiar looks.   Life’s hard turns and tragedies do not take a break for the Holi-

day Season.  If you haven’t had a bad Christmas, you haven’t lived very long.  The powers 

of sin and death are still very much active, and even seem to gain strength against the back-

drop of the holidays.  Our culture tends to train us in the avoidance and denial of these pow-

ers, and  to especially avoid them in a holiday time when everyone seems so cheerful.  

Thus, tragedy can be overly magnified, and suffering can serve up a heaping helping of guilt 

for those who just can’t participate in the merriment.  Meanwhile, there is the Goal to meet, 

the secular goal of Christmas, to make the equivalent of our own lovely Christmas movie, 

going above and beyond to make sure all our expectations for a joyful Christmas are met for 

ourselves, our family and friends.   

Advent calls us to re-examine our goals, to re-examine Christmas and its true gifts.  But to 

do this, Advent tells the holly-jolly to wait outside for awhile so that we can devote our atten-

tion to the magnitude of The Gift that meets the magnitude of our need.  To an outsider look-

ing in, the traditional observance of Advent can appear almost Scrooge-like.  Christmas?  

Bah, humbug.   

(continued on following page … ) 
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  In fact, nothing could be more opposite from those enduring truths we discover 

on the Advent journey.  After all, poor Scrooge’s problems with soul-rot were rooted in his 

greed and in the ways he had allowed the cruelties inflicted upon him as a child to shape the 

cruel man he had become.  It’s a shame poor Scrooge didn’t have the faith imparted by 

Christ’s church to help him.  Regular worship and participation, especially in the season of 

Advent, would have helped him discover that the best gifts we give and get, the gifts that 

bring true happiness, come from a generous and loving heart.   Advent helps us prepare our-

selves for the generous and loving heart of our God.  Eternal generosity and love brought 

the material gift of the Christ child into the world.  The Advent journey prepares us to receive 

that gift and the assurance that comes with it, that God is part of our life and we are part of 

God’s eternal life.   

But the wisdom of the journey tells us that to get to the Bethlehem manger, we must first 

pass through those dark and desolate places where we truly discover our need for God’s 

light, and how precious that light is.  Since my teenaged years, I’ve had a couple of holiday 

seasons that were marked by the deaths of my parents.  I sat at my mother’s bedside and 

watched her depart this life as her light seemed to go out for good.  Death is so gut-

wrenchingly powerful!  But more powerful is the healing balm of faith God gives us through 

Jesus Christ.  There was a little Christmas tree near that bed, and looking at its pretty, color-

ful lights, I could imagine that Mom was off to a place more beautiful and alive than I could 

ever imagine here in this life.  To this day I look at the lights decorating the tree and think of 

her and the promise of a life of joy and celebration, where the light perpetually shines in all 

its brilliant colors.  Oh, what a precious gift of light we’ve been given!  How beautifully it 

shines!   

For me, it is the season of Advent that guides me to that light.  I hope the same for you as 

well.   

Have a blessed Advent and a most Merry Christmas.  And, God bless us, every one! 

Peace! 
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Totes of Hope Update  

So many people have been involved in the Totes of Hope program this 

year.   Thanks to the Food Bank of the Rockies we have been feeding up 

to 99 families.   Presently 96 children are taking home a bag of food for 

the weekend.   Each bag contain seven non - perishable food items and 

usually weighs between 7 and 9 pounds.   All five Sterling schools are be-

ing served.  

  

A special thanks  to all who help with unloading food from the semi, 

packing and delivery.   Christa and Lila Moore, and Jan Krieger deliver 

each week.   Tom Hasher, Patty Wolfe, and Shirlene Cramer are on duty 

to pack the individual bags and Shirlene also takes the cardboard to re-

cycling. (Eve Guenzi and Zella Miller were able to help in Septem-

ber).   Those who help sort when the semi from Food Bank arrives var-

ies.   Since their first delivery in the fall the following have helped at least 

once:   ϒϡϮϤϹΞρϡϮϧΞΧϡϮϤΞϒϡϮϤϹᶯϳΞϧϯϬϦΞϢϵϤϤϩϥϳΫΨΞϔϯϮϹΞτϮϧϬϥϨϡϵϰϴΫΞϓϨϩϲά

lene Cramer, Warren Dermer Jr., Pete and Jeannie Youngers, Larry and 

Kathy Graham, Steve Cramer, Bob Buckles, Jake Uhrig, and Warren Der-

mer.   ψϦΞϡϮϹϯϮϥᶯϳΞϮϡϭϥΞϷϡϳΞϯϭϩϴϴϥϤΫΞϩϴΞϷϡϳΞϮϯϴΞϩϮϴϥϮϴϩϯϮϡϬέ  Your help 

was greatly appreciated.  

  

Thanks to everyone!   It is nice to know that hungry children in our com-

munity are being fed.  
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Gatherings & Studies 

Ruth’s Circle 

Women’s Bible Study will be Tuesday, December 11th @ 9:30 am in the 

fellowship hall. Our fall Bible study has      focused on the 

theme of the repentance.  Bible study    leader is Dorothy 

Dietz and hostess will be Glenda Bang. Our lesson will fo-

cus on the theme “Fear not” so often repeated in the Bible.  

Please join us! 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Studies 
Sundays morning at 8 a.m. 

Gospel texts led by Steve Buxton. Class meets in the Library  

December 2 Luke 21: 25-36 

December 9 Luke 3: 1-6 

December 16 Luke 3: 7-18 

December 23 Luke 1: 39-45[46-55] 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast on Wednesday, December 5th and 19th at 8:00 a.m. 
Location: J & L Café on 3

rd
 St. 

Pastor Dan’s Bible Study on Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m.   
 

This Month: Advent Devotion and Because of Bethlehem 
 

During the month of December, there will be a Soup Supper in conjunction with 
this event.  A sign up sheet is located in the fellowship hall if you would like to 

host.  
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We hold in prayer …  

Those needing healing or have ongoing 

health concerns:  

Eva and Ken Guenzi 

Lee Lippstrew 

Rich Larson 

Ruth Edwards  
(daughter of Dorothy Edwards) 

Karen Kobayashi 

Debra Boettcher 

Norma Weber 

Doug Conter 

Conner Polenz and family,  

Betty Higel 

Bryce Gilliland and family 

Jerry Segura 

Howard Miller (Zella Miller’s son) 

Ted Mazel 

Jerry Nicholson 

Brinda Dreier 

Steve Cook 

Mike Coakley 

Taylor 

Lanny Panella 

Gene Stumpf 

Chris Vrkjlan 

Billie Walgrah 

Janice Luft 

Joe & Sandy Dolan 

Jim Merten and family 

Cindy Mauser 

Caitlynn 

Donna Natal 

Ronnie Bang 

Barbara Miles 

Bob Skidmore 

Harold Myers 

Mildred Cook 

Bill Hewitt 

Loren Russell 

Jim Uhrig, 

Donna Short 

Eldora Wheeler 

Gladys Wagner 

Peggy Rewerts  

Shirley Karg 

Marlene Chavez 

Lois Wolever 

and Joann Pfaltzgraff 

 

For families grieving death, especially the 
family of Kathy Mackey.  
 
Prayers for guidance &  
protection: 
 
Those affected by fires, floods, earthquakes, 
hurricanes, shootings, and sexual abuse 
All Veterans and their families 
Blanca and her children Bianca, Miguel, Luis, 
and Felipe 
Our church Council and Pastor 
Our Congregation 
Office of the Bishop. 
 

If you see names on this list that need to be 
updated, or if you would like to make a  

prayer request,  contact  
Prayer Chain Coordinator Lisa Wolever at 

lwolever@kci.net. 
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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Sundays  
8:00 am Adult Bible Study 
9:00 am Worship 
Fellowship following 

 
 

Email: 
peaceluthean@bresnan.net 
www.peacesterling.com 

 
Office Hours 

Tuesday - Friday, 8 am-12 pm 

Peace Lutheran Church  

1404 S. 9th Ave.  

Sterling, Co 80751  

(970)522 -3408 

December 2018 


